— According to reported information, my marina was orginally known as Brown's
Roadhouse and the lake was called Brown's Lake.
When the Alaska Railroad was being built through this area in 1913, the lake
name was changed to Nancy Lake. This naming recognized one of the politicians
in the U.S Senate who has taken a personal interest in promoting the railroad.
The Senator had a crippled daughter whose name Nancy was used to rename the
lake.
The original cabin and acreage passed from Brown to a man known as Ten Day Jim
Wilson. This cabin was enlarged and improved by the railroad. The railroad also
built other cabins and improved the area as it was used as a railroad construc-—
tion camp site. Only one of the added cabins remain. It has attached what is
believed to be the original Nancy sign. The other cabins were destroyed or
taken to a native village which used to be about one mile North of here.
One of Brown's trapping partners, named John Quincy Adams,interested me in
this place when we were together at Fort Richardson in 1940-1941.Adams was
a most interesting indivdual of impressive intelligence. He was also a writer
photographerand Alaska guide.
The original cabin is and has been my home for over 25 years. The cabin has
settled so much over the years that now the back door cannot be opened and
the front door will only open half way.
The cabin was built as a Roadhouse on the Susitna and Idiatrod trails. It was the first
stopping place from the Big Susitna River Station for the mail carriers,prospectors and ot
others going to the interior areas of Alaska. According to some old timers, the Brown
Roadhouse was a lively place and Brown made a good living running it and trapping.
At present, there are twenty camper spaces. Cleared areas exist so that
camper spaces could be doubled with very little effort. Present camper
spaces are served by rock fireplaces or iron stoves.
There are four trapper style cabins,none have been used for rentals recently.
Demand is very light.
The marina is served by the two "Chic Sale" type ptivies. The pit is about
six feet deep. The enclosure is plywood with fiber glass roof. Lime and

disinfectant are used.

Water source is a well drilled in March 1970. It has a six inch casing thirty-two feet
[ ]
deep with electric submersible pump. Water test in July 1970 was negative in all

respects. The pump house is frame and plywood.
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Trash cans are located through the marina. They are collected every Monday.
The garbage is sorted out to three different grades.Food is given to the
birds:i.e. camp robbers,seagulls,ect. Paper is incinerated,while metal and
glass containers are dumped in a ravine about one thousand feet East of
the Marina.

At present,Marina capacityis about forty-five boats with expansion
capability to seventy-five. There is a marine gasoline pier for boats

and airplanes. One concrete ramp is used for launching and retrieving boats.
A tree shaded picnic area with picnic tables is adjacent to some of the
boat piers.

At this time there isn't a restaurant,snack bar,store or bar.
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