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I -..'-' According to reported infornatlon, my narida was orginally know[ as Browtrrs
I
I Roadhouse and the ]ake was ca-Lfed Brownrs Lake.
I

I lthen the Alaska Railroad was belng hul1t through rhis area ln 1913,!he lake
I

nane was chsnged to Nancy Lake. This naning recogrized one of the poutlcians
in the U.S Senate nho has lakeE a persoaal interesr in pronotlng the railroad.
The Senalor had a crippled daughter who6e naine Nancy was used to renane the
Iake.
The origlnal cabin and acreage passed fron Brown to a nan known as Ten Day Jin
Wilson. Thts cabin was enlarged and lnproved by rhe railroad. Th€ railroad also
bu11t other cabins and inproved the area as it was used as a railroad consrruc-
tlor caBp site. only one of the added cabins renain. Ir has attached r'hat is
believed to be the origlnal Na4cy sign. The other cabins vere desrroyed or
taken to a native viUage which used to be about oDe nlle North of here.
one of Srownrs trappirg partners, [aned John Quircy Adams, interested rne in
thls place when we were together at Fort Rlchardson in 1940-194I.Adans was

a nost i[teresting 1rdlvdual of inpressive lnre11lgence. tre !'as also a wrirer
photographerand Alaska guide.

The origiral cabin is and has been ny hone for over 25 years. The cabin has

settled so nuch over the year.s that now the back door cannor be opened and

the frort door will only open half !'ay.
The cabin rras built as a Roadhouse on the Susiha and ldiatrod tlails. tt was rhe flrst
stopping place frox0 the Big Susltna River Starioa for the nail carriers,prospectors and ol
others going to the interior areas of Alaska. According to sone o1d rlners, rhe Brown

Roadhouse !.'as a lively place and Broh'n made a good living running it and rrapptns.
At piesent, there are tnerty canper slaces, Cleated areas exist so thar
camper spaces could be doubled with very 1irt1e efforr. present caEper

spaces are served by rock fireplaces or iron sroves.
There are four trapper style cabios,none have been used for rentals recently.
Derand is very llghr.
The narina is s€rved by the two "Chic Sale" type privies. The pit is abour

six feet deep. The enclosure is plywood wirh fiber glass loof. Line and

disinfectant are used.

Water source is a well drlfled iD March 1970. Ir has a six inch castng rhtrry-rlro feet
deep uith e.lectric subnersible punp. Waier rest ln Juty 1970 was regarive in a1l
respects. The pullp house is frane and p1).wood.



Trash eEns are locateal throfrgh the nartag. They arat collocted evEiy llo lay.
Tbe garbage Is Eorted out iro three differert grades.Food is giveE to the
bfud6:i.e. eaop robber6, ssagrrlls, ect. priper ls i[claeiated,shtle metal adal

glass cgttslne!:s are dueled i! a tavfue aboltt eBe lbousanil feet Ea6t of
the Merlaa,

At presenttl,l,arina capacityis about folty-flre boats ,frlth expalsiod
S4pabi1ity t6 eeventy-flve. There 16 a a?rrlne gasoltre ?l€r for boats
atrd al-rplanes. ODe colcrete ranB is uEed lor lsunchlng and retitev{og boAt€.
A tree sha(led pl.cric araa wlth ptrcntc tables I€ aaljalellt tq sod€ of ttle
boat pier€.
At this tlDe thele trsntt a restarraEt, soack bar"store or bat.
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