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Mr. Ardaw was an immigrant who escaped from Russia through China
in the 1920’s, Eventually, after a highly adventurous,
interesting, and creative life he arrived in Alaska, finally
settling on Nancy Lake. Little of his early history is known
 except that he was from Siberian Russia and that his name had
been changed to avoid being found. He was concerned that if
located he would be liquidated! This experience transformed into
a rare form of patriotism for his adopted nation. He developed a
fierce love of; freedom, independence from government control,
private ownership, private business; all tempered with a strong
sense of obligation to neighbors, education and the environment.
All values we associate with the American dream. The point is,
this man, while a victim of a revolution that he survived, and
based on that early experience his goals evolved: remarkably,
they became precisely the goals that we as a nation and state
promote, as well as individually appreciate. In the process of
doing this he became an "unforgettable Character" to several
generations of Alaskans. ' '

He did not wish any agency of the government to receive title to
his property. (He was aware of the dark side of collectivism.)
This 1is the reason that his property was not deeded +to the
University, and has since been sold to private parties. Mr. Ardaw
plainly wished his estate to be used for scholarships at the
University of Alaska. This is why his estate is a trust, so it
can maximize funds for scholarships.

He hoped his property including the Nancy lake marina would
continue in his operational mode. To this time, they have. That
mode was to conduct the marina as a service that promoted family
use of the lake. This included a campground, cabins, dock, boats
and fueling facility. To this, he added all nature of aid to
users. The operation was of marginal financial viability, and it
was marginal in terms of creature comfort. It was unique, only
because of Mr. Ardaw’s personality and his gift of love to his
fellow man. He was not especially interested in maximizing
monitory profit, and, in him, this did not seem to be a
shortcoming.




